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Who should get vaccinated? 

· All babies, at birth 

· All children 0-18 years of age who have not been vaccinated 

· People of any age whose behavior or job puts them at high risk for HBV infection (see risk factors under general information) 

What are the dosages and schedules for hepatitis B vaccines? 


The vaccination schedule most often used for adults and children has been three intramuscular injections, the second and third administered 1 and 6 months after the first. 

What should be done if there is an interruption between doses of hepatitis B vaccine?

If the vaccination series is interrupted after the first dose, the second dose should be administered as soon as possible. The second and third doses should be separated by an interval of at least 2 months. If only the third dose is delayed, it should be administered when convenient.

Can other vaccines be given at the same time that hepatitis B vaccine is given?


Yes. When hepatitis B vaccine has been administered at the same time as other vaccines, no interference with the antibody response of the other vaccines has been demonstrated.

Are hepatitis B vaccines safe? 


Yes. Hepatitis B vaccines have been shown to be safe when administered to both adults and children. Over 4 million adults have been vaccinated in the U.S., and at least that many children have received hepatitis B vaccine worldwide.

Is it harmful to have an extra dose(s) of hepatitis A or hepatitis B vaccine or to repeat the entire hepatitis A or hepatitis B vaccine series if you have forgotten whether or not you had the vaccine or do not have written documentation that was requested?


No. If necessary, getting extra doses of hepatitis A or hepatitis B vaccine is not harmful.

How long does hepatitis B vaccine protect you? 


Recent studies indicate that immunologic memory remains intact for at least 23 years and confers protection against clinical illness and chronic HBV infection, even though anti-HBs levels might become low or decline below detectable levels.

Are booster doses of hepatitis B vaccine needed routinely?


No, booster doses of hepatitis B vaccine are not recommended routinely for persons who are not immune compromised. Data show that vaccine-induced anti-HBs levels might decline over time; however, immune memory remains intact indefinitely following immunization. Immune competent people with declining antibody levels are still protected against clinical illness and chronic disease. 

Can hepatitis B vaccine be given during pregnancy or when breastfeeding?


Yes, neither pregnancy nor breastfeeding should be considered a contraindication to vaccination of women. On the basis of limited experience, there is no apparent risk of adverse effects to developing fetuses when hepatitis B vaccine is administered to pregnant women. The vaccine contains noninfectious HBsAg particles and should cause no risk to the fetus. HBV infection affecting a pregnant woman might result in severe disease for the mother and chronic HBV infection for the newborn. 

Who should not receive the vaccine?


A serious allergic reaction to a prior dose of hepatitis B vaccine or a vaccine component is a contraindication to further doses of hepatitis b vaccine. 
References:

A Comprehensive Immunization Strategy to Eliminate Transmission  of Hepatitis B Virus Infection in the United States MMWR 12/23/05, 54(RR16);1-23
Hepatitis B Vaccine Information


For Teens and Parents 








_1227420096.bin

